October 31, 2021
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Worship begins at 11 a.m.

‘Love thy Neighbor’ by Angela L Walker.

Gathering Around the Word
Opening Voluntary 			

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Melissa McNair-King, horn; Vicki Fey, piano

arr. Brant Adams

As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself for worship.
Welcome 									

Rev. John M. Semmes

Ringing of The Bell
As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

									
Call to Worship 							

Rev. John M. Semmes

Listen and hear, all you people! You shall love God with all your heart and soul.
You shall honor God with all your mind and strength.
We will praise God as long as we live. We will sing of God’s glory all through our lives.
A second commandment is like the first: you shall love your neighbor as yourself.
God watches over strangers and widows and orphans. We honor God by honoring
these, our sisters and brothers.
Let us worship the triune God!
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Hymn 275

Call to Confession 						

EIN’ FESTE BURG
Rev. John M. Semmes

Prayer of Confession
We confess, O God, that our lives have made of you a distant deity. We listen to what
others say about you, but we have seldom glimpsed for ourselves who you are. We are
dominated by our doubts rather than our practice of prayer. Gracious God, we ask
for mercy as we face up to sins we have not recognized and wrongdoing we have tried
to ignore. Instill in us a new appreciation for righteousness, and help us to grow in
faith, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon									
Passing of The Peace
Hymn 70

 		

What Does the Lord Require of You?
(sing in a round as directed)
What does the Lord require of you?
What does the Lord require of you?
Justice, kindness,
walk humbly with your God.
To seek justice and love kindness
and walk humbly with your God.

During the response hymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time with Children.

MOON

Proclaiming The Word
A Time With Children						
First Lesson

Ruth 1:1-18

Rev. John M. Semmes
Lucy Baum

Second Lesson

Mark 12:28-34

Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia

Sermon

“Radical Parity”

Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia

Silence and Stillness

Responding to The Word
Affirmation of Faith

				

Christian Antwi

The French Confession of 1559

We believe and confess only one God, who can do all things, is all-wise, all-good, alljust, and all-merciful.We believe that everything required for our salvation has been
offered and communicated to us in Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God and God’s eternal Son. Jesus Christ clothed himself in our flesh: God and human in one person. We
believe that we are illuminated in faith by the unfathomable grace of the Holy Spirit. God imparts this gracious gift. By faith we receive grace to live holy lives in awe and
reverence for God, for we receive what the gospel promises when God gives us the Holy
Spirit. Faith does not cool our desire for good and holy living, but rather engenders
and excites it in us, leading naturally to good works. We believe that the sacraments
are joined to the Word in order that the Word may be more fully confirmed. Baptism
is given to us as the pledge of our adoption, in which we are grafted into the body of
Christ, and renewed in holiness of life by his Spirit. The holy Supper of our Lord is a
testimony of our unity with Jesus Christ, who died only once and was raised for our
sake. The body and blood of Jesus Christ are food and drink for the soul just as bread
and wine are nourishment for the body. As for the true Church we believe that it ought
to be governed in accordance with the order established by our Lord Jesus Christ. In
this way, pure doctrine can be maintained, the poor and afflicted can be helped in their
need, assemblies can be gathered in the name of God, and both great and small can be
edified.
Anthem

Song of Ruth

David N. Childs

Entreat me not to leave you, or to return from following you. Where you go, I will go, and where you lodge I
will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God shall be my God. Where you die, I will die,
and there will I be buried, where you lie. May the Lord do so to me, and more also if anything
but death parts me from you. - Ruth 1:16-17

Prayers of the People

								

Christian Antwi

The Lord’s Prayer
traditional

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Bearing and Following the Word into the World
O That I Had a Thousand Voices O DASS ICH TAUSEND ZUNGEN HÄTTE’

Hymn 16

Benediction								
Closing Voluntary

Finale - Ein’ Feste Burg

Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia
Daniel E. Gawthrop

The congregation is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.
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Participating in Worship Today
Lucy Baum, Lector
Melissa McNair King, Horn
Tricia Berrett, Tower Bell Ringer
Kathy Kohn, Choir Guild

Worship Staff
The Rev. John M. Semmes, Interim Pastor and Head of Staff
The Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia,
Associate Pastor for Engagement and Mission
The Rev. P. C. (Buddy) Enniss, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Antwi, Director, Ministries to Children,
Youth, and Families
Dr. Jennifer Sengin, Interim Choral Director
Vicki Fey, CCM, Organist, Bethlehem Choir Director,
Geneva Handbell Director
Michael Morgan, Organist Emeritus
Thomas Dixon, Music Intern
Dennis Lau, Music Intern
John McCrosky, Pastoral Intern

Worship Production Staff
Mark Wallace Maguire,
Director of Communications
Dean Hammond,
Volunteer Technology Director
Sam Patton, Audio Engineer
Kurt Vogel, A/V Assistant
Jason Bliss, A/V Assistant

Hospitality Team
Beth Grashof
Ben Evans
Em McNair
Kathy Harben
Kaye Carmichael
Mike Sizemore

The deadline for Holy Cow is tonight at midnight!

Y

ou are invited to complete the Church Assessment Tool

(CAT), an online instrument that will help leaders gauge the
strength, vitality, and trends in our church. The information
gained from this assessment will be valuable in helping the Session as
they make decisions about Central’s future.
In mid-October you should have received an email with a link provided to tell us about your experiences in, and priorities for, our church.
Please do not discuss the survey or your answers with others as this
may influence their answers. Assistance with navigating the online
aspect of the survey will be offered to those who need it. The deadline
to complete it is tonight at midnight.
All responses are strictly anonymous. We have no way of matching
any assessment to a particular person, so please feel free to candidly
share your perceptions, opinions and experiences. Our future together
is dependent upon your participation and honest answers.

Results of the survey will be shared with the
congregation in November.
If you have questions, please contact David
Enniss at 404-964-1767 or
denniss@atlantaga.gov.
Many thanks,
Your Central Transition Team,
Sarah Cook, chair
David Enniss
M.E. Davis

Ann Hunter
Vanessa Kirk
Grace Paulsen

Visiting Central?
Whether we are together in person or
being the body of Christ from afar,
Central is a community of faith that
offers a great variety of opportunities
for you to connect and find a place to
belong:
Worship: On Sundays, our in-person
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir
has resumed and is participating during
worship services.
Learning: Our Fall classes include
“Delivered out of Empire: Pivotal
Moments in the Book of Exodus,” “The
Christian Imagination - Theology and
the Origins of Race,” “Friends on the
Journey: an Anti-Racism Community
Building,” “Coffee & Connections:
Conversations about Life and Faith,”
and “The Bible and Poverty.”
Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms
across ministries - children and youth,
college and young adults, parents and
older adults, and other Central Life
Groups that offer meaningful connections.
Service: From serving meals and coffee
to our neighbors experiencing homelessness at the courtyard on Sunday
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mexico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti;
Central offers opportunities for faithful
missionary service and advocacy support in Atlanta and beyond.
You may also serve in our hospitality
and the A/V and communications
ministries.
We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church!
For more information, please connect
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H.
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org

Central Care Teams
Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care
Teams.’ Each team is composed of two to four deacons assigned to a
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and
support efforts by:
1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship
services.
The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and
Amy Covin.
The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:
Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes.
Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire,
and Brian Bishop.
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Covin*, and Phillip Covin.*
In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*
Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.
Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green,
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.*
*represents the current Parish Coordinators.
We are looking forward to a wonderful year as we care for one another
and share the love of God at Central.

Give
Please give generously to
support Central’s work
and mission in this time of
great need! You can scan
the QR code to give via
our secure portal.

Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:
1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.
We do so through the work of our Learning and Worship ministries,
and through the Session’s vision for community building and
advocacy support for this program year.
2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of
people of color.
We do so through the work of the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and
through the faithful conversations of “Friends on the Journey.”
3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor.
We do so through the work of the Local and Global Missions
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant
Grant Discernment Team.

