February 13, 2022
The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word
Opening Voluntary 		

These are the Holy Ten Commandments

J.S. Bach

As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself for worship.
Welcome 								

Rev. Jasiel Hernández García

Ringing of the Bell
As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.
When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Call to Worship						
Rev. Jasiel Hernández García
Adapted from Psalm 1
We come together to celebrate the joy-filled blessedness of living within God’s commandments.
We come, blessed by the fruits of God’s Spirit, to delight in the love of God.
We come together, seeking to be like trees planted by holy streams of water,
to prosper under the grace of God.
The Lord watches over us with gladness,
guiding our paths into dreams of justice and inclusion.
Let us worship the living God, whose glory shines upon us!
Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

Hymn 619

Call to Confession
		
Prayer of Confession

LAUDA ANIMA

Rev. Jasiel Hernández García

God, our hope and our redeemer, you have taught us to side with the poor, the hungry, and the ones who weep. Yet, we pull away from your kingdom and reject your law
and your teachings. Remind us, once again, that your truth is liberating and that your
power triumphs over all that is evil in this world. Empower us to seek justice and
kindness. Transform us to be instruments of your peace. Use us to share the joy of
your salvation with one another and the whole world. Shine your glory upon us so that
we may live by faith! In your holy name, we pray. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Passing of the Peace
Hymn 441, Stanza 2

Hear the Good News of Salvation

NETTLETON

All the sins I have committed,
to my Savior now I bring.
I bow down with tears of anguish;
Christ forgives and so I sing:
Jesus Christ, how much I love you!
Jesus Christ, you save from sin!
How I love you! Look upon me.
Love me still and cleanse within.
During the response hymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time With Children.

Proclaiming the Word
A Time With Children

Rev. Jasiel Hernández García

Prayer for Illumination								

Vanessa Hunter

First Lesson 		
				
Second Lesson

Vanessa Hunter

Sermon

			

Psalm 1
Luke 6:17-26
“The Downside to Your Upside”

Rev. John M. Semmes
Rev. John M. Semmes

Silence and Stillness

Responding to the Word
Affirmation of Faith
					
Christian Antwi
A Declaration of Faith 10.1
In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God kept his promises. All that we can ever
hope for was present in Christ. But the work of God in Christ is not over.
God calls us to hope for more than we have yet seen. The hope God gives us is ultimate
confidence that supports us when lesser hopes fail us. In Christ, God gives hope for a
new heaven and earth, certainty of victory over death, assurance of mercy and judgment beyond death. This hope gives us courage for the present struggle.
Anthem

If Ye Love Me

Thomas Tallis

Chancel Choir

If ye love me, keep my commandments,
and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter,
that he may abide with you forever, even the spirit of truth. -John 14:15-17a, KJV
Prayers of the People 								
The Lord’s Prayer
							
Traditional: Inclusive Language
Beloved parent who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Christian Antwi

Bearing and Following the Word into the World
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

Hymn 265

Benediction								

DUKE STREET
Rev. John M. Semmes

We All Believe in One God

Closing Voluntary

The congregation is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.
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J. S. Bach

Visiting Central?
Whether we are together in person or
being the body of Christ from afar,
Central is a community of faith that
offers a great variety of opportunities
for you to connect and find a place to
belong:
Worship: On Sundays, our in-person
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir
has resumed and is participating during
worship services.
Learning: We have an array of
upcoming classes in 2022, we will be
publicizing soon
Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms
across ministries - children and youth,
college and young adults, parents and
older adults, and other Central Life
Groups that offer meaningful connections.
Service: From serving meals and coffee
to our neighbors experiencing homelessness at the courtyard on Sunday
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mexico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti;
Central offers opportunities for faithful
missionary service and advocacy support in Atlanta and beyond.
You may also serve in our hospitality
and the A/V and communications
ministries.
We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church!
For more information, please connect
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H.
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org

Central Care Teams
Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care
Teams.’ Each team is composed of two to four deacons assigned to a
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and
support efforts by:
1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship
services.
The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and
Amy Covin.
The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:
Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes.
Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire,
and Brian Bishop.
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Covin*, and Phillip Covin.*
In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*
Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.
Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green,
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.*
*represents the current Parish Coordinators.
We are looking forward to a wonderful year as we care for one another
and share the love of God at Central.

Give
Please give generously to
support Central’s work
and mission in this time of
great need! You can scan
the QR code to give via
our secure portal.

Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:
1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.
We do so through the work of our Learning and Worship ministries,
and through the Session’s vision for community building and
advocacy support for this program year.
2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of
people of color.
We do so through the work of the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and
through the faithful conversations of “Friends on the Journey.”
3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor.
We do so through the work of the Local and Global Missions
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant
Grant Discernment Team.

