
March 6, 2022  
  The First Sunday in Lent

11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word

Opening Voluntary          Variations on Forty Days and Forty Nights                                   arr. John Knox

As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself  for worship.

Welcome                                     Christian Antwi 
                              
Ringing of  the Bell
 

As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.
Please silence your phones.

‘Temptation of Christ,’ by Chris Cook



Call to Worship             Christian Antwi 
                      
When Jesus was in the wilderness, he was tempted to save himself.
We often look for the good things for ourselves first, 
before the well-being of  others.
Jesus was offered salvation if  he turned stones to bread; 
if  he accepted wealth and power; if  he tested God’s commitment to him.
In all these things, Jesus remained strong in his commitment to God.
May our commitment be as strong.
May our lives be placed in God’s caring hands throughout our journey. 
 
Hymn 167                                             Forty Days and Forty Nights                         AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH

Call to Confession                                                                                                      Christian Antwi 
                                         
Prayer of  Confession 

Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to admit to you the 
fullness of  our lives – that which is beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and 
hateful. We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with 
condition. We judge and condemn. We cast the first stone, and keep the logs in our 
own eyes. We do not turn to you as the source of  our healing. Forgive us, we pray. 
Forgive our sin, and empower us to be imitators of  Christ in love and service. Amen.

Silent Confession

Kyrie

Assurance of  Pardon 
          
Passing of  the Peace

 

      


          

Lord, have mer


cy.

   
Christ,have mer


cy.- -

    
Lord, have

   
mer cy on


us.


-

Kyrie - Sound the Bamboo
SINGAPURA



Hymn 440, Stanza 4                               Jesus, Lover of  My Soul                                       ABERYSTWYTH

Plenteous grace with thee is found,
grace to cover all my sin.

Let the healing streams abound;
make and keep me pure within.

Thou of  life the fountain art;
freely let me take of  thee.

Spring thou up within my heart.
Rise to all eternity.

During the response huymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time With Children.

Proclaiming the Word

A Time with Children                             Christian Antwi

Prayer for Illumination                              Tina Sizemore
                                     
First Lesson                                   Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16                                             Tina Sizemore

Second Lesson                                                Luke 4:1-13                                        Rev. John M. Semmes

Sermon                                               “The Wilderness of  Fear”                              Rev. John M. Semmes

Silence and Stillness

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of  Faith                                                              Christian Antwi 
A DeclArAtion of fAith, 6.2
The Word which was with God from the beginning was embodied in Jesus Christ. 
We hold that what God says to us and does for us centers in Jesus Christ our living Lord 
as he is remembered, known, and expected. In Christ, God’s Word of  acceptance takes 
flesh: by grace through faith we are set right with God, adopted as children of  God, 
not because of  anything we have done, but because of  what Christ has done. In Christ, 
God’s Word of  demand is lived out: to love God and neighbor as he did is what God 
requires of  us. The Spirit adds no different Word from God, but leads us deeper into the 
truth of  God uttered in Jesus Christ.

Anthem                                           Hush! Somebody’s Callin’ My Name                                    trad. Spiritual/
                                                    Chancel Choir; Kristina Tullgren, soloist                      arr. Brazeal W. Dennard



hush, hush, someboDy’s cAllin’ my nAme.         
 oh, my lorD, oh, my lorD, whAt shAll i Do?          
i’m so glAD thAt trouble Don’t lAst AlwAys.          
oh, my lorD, oh, my lorD, whAt shAll i Do?  

i’m so glAD i got my ‘ligion in time. 
(hAllelujAh, lorD!  oh, glory, lorD!)  

oh, my lorD, oh, my lorD, whAt shAll i Do?   
soon one mornin’ DeAth come creepin’ in my room.  

oh, my lorD, oh, my lorD, whAt shAll i Do?  hush, hush...

Invitation to The Lord’s Table                            Rev.  John M. Semmes

The Great Prayer of  Thanksgiving                                                             Christian Antwi 
   The Lord be with you.
   And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts.
   We lift them to the Lord. 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                 Christian Antwi 
trADitionAl version

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of  Institution                              Rev.  John M. Semmes

As an usher directs, please come forward, receive a piece of  bread, take an individual cup of  juice, and return to your pew for 
silent prayer before partaking in communion from your seat.

Prayer After Communion                                        Rev.  John M. Semmes

Bearing and Following the Word into the World

Hymn 65                                         Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                CWM RHONDDA
 

Benediction                                          Rev.  John M. Semmes

Closing Voluntary                               Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                  David Cherwien

                                 The congregation is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.
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Onelicense.netAA-710014 | CCS License No. 11974 | CCLI License No. 1950421



Tower Bell Ringer, Jason Bliss
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Participating in Worship Today

   Lent is a time of spiritual renewal. It is a season of preparation during the 40 days and six Sundays before 
Easter. This year, the pastoral staff invites you to join them as they read and meditate on “Grace Unbound-
ed: Devotions for Lent 2022.” We encourage you to read this with your loved ones and families, with a small 
group, or even on your own. You may pick up a copy in the Narthex. 
   Additionally, this devotional will be used as our guide as we begin our midweek Lenten Prayer Circle on 
Wednesday, March 9, at 12 p.m. 
   For details on this Prayer Circle, check the e-news for the Zoom link. 









Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care 
Teams.’ Each team is composed of  two to four deacons assigned to a 
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and 
support efforts by: 

1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs 
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship 
services. 

The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the 
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and 
Amy Covin. 

The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:

Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes. 

Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire, 
and Brian Bishop. 
 
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Co-
vin*, and Phillip Covin.*

In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*

Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.

Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green, 
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.* 

*represents the current Parish Coordinators. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year caring for one another and 
sharing the love of  God at Central. 

Please give generously to 
support Central’s work 
and mission in this time of  
great need!  You can scan 
the QR code to give via 
our secure portal.

Visiting Central? 

Whether we are together in person or 
being the body of  Christ from afar, 
Central is a community of  faith that 
offers a great variety of  opportunities 
for you to connect and find a place to 
belong:

Worship: On Sundays, our in-person 
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir 
has resumed and is participating during 
worship services. 

Learning: We have an array of  
upcoming classes in 2022, we will be 
publicizing soon

Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms 
across ministries - children and youth, 
college and young adults, parents and 
older adults, and other Central Life 
Groups that offer meaningful connec-
tions. 

Service: From serving meals and coffee 
to our neighbors experiencing home-
lessness at the courtyard on Sunday 
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti; 
Central offers opportunities for faithful 
missionary service and advocacy sup-
port in Atlanta and beyond.  
You may also serve in our hospitality 
and the A/V and communications 
ministries. 

We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church! 

For more information, please connect 
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H. 
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org 

Central Care Teams

Give



Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:

1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people 
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively 
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.

We do so through the work of  our Learning and Worship ministries, 
and through the Session’s vision for community building and 
advocacy support for this program year. 

2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting 
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that 
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of  
people of  color.

We do so through the work of  the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s 
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and 
through the faithful conversations of  “Friends on the Journey.”

3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that per-
petuate economic exploitation of  people who are poor.

We do so through the work of  the Local and Global Missions 
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant 
Grant Discernment Team. 


