WELCOME TO CENTRAL! During your visit we hope you feel the
presence of the Spirit and the love of Christ as we worship God together.
Please fill out the Friendship Pads in the pews, especially if you are a visitor
or have prayer concerns or life updates.

THE NURSERY IS OPEN: Come Little Children! Central has

resumed its nursery for children ages 3 months to four-years-old during our
Sunday School and worship hours (9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m each Sunday). Children
are always welcome in our sanctuary, but for those parents or caregivers who
prefer their little ones to be in a bright, safe, playful environment, please join us
in the nursery!

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS. Each week
during the seasons of Advent and Christmas, Central enjoys beautiful
flower arrangements in the sanctuary as a visual reminder of the beauty
and spirit of the seasons. If you would like to honor or remember a
loved one, a gift to the Flower Fund is a great way to do it. A portion of your
gift will also be used throughout the coming year continuing to bring joy and
beauty to our worship services. You may choose to make your gift in honor
or in memory of someone, and your name will be listed in the December 21
bulletin.

CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH. Join us for joy, fellowship, and
a delicious lunch following the Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 21. We will be having Willy's, build your own bowl

or taco. Scan the QR code to sign up.

CHRISTMAS WISH BENEFIT CONCERT Thursday, December 18 at
7:30 pm. Join us for a joyful evening of music and generosity! Glenn Rainey,
Paul Tate, and Phillip Covin will be offering a beautiful Christmas Concert in
Rand Chapel to support the important work of the Central Outreach &

zm  Advocacy Center. All ticket funds will go directly to the OAC. We’d
love to share this special night with you! Scan the QR code to
purchase your ticket.

CELEBRATING ADVENT! Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent,
and we’re excited to be in this season together. Below is a quick look at the
upcoming Advent events at Central. For full details, please visit the CPC website
calendar or check Realm. We hope you'll join us for these meaningful moments
of worship, fellowship, and celebration!

Sunday, December 14 12:00 p.m. AMIS Christmas Lunch
12:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant Dress
Rehearsal
5:00 p.m. Youth Group Christmas
Party
Wednesday, December 17 7:00 p.m. Winter Romance,

A Georgia State University
violin celebration at Central

Thursday, December 18 7:30 p.m. Christmas Wish...A Holiday
Concert benefitting
the Central OAC
Friday, December 19 10:00 a.m. OAC Guest Christmas Party
Sunday, December 21 11:00 a.m. Christmas Pageant
12:00 p.m. Congregational Lunch
Wednesday, December 24 4:00 p.m. Cookies, Cocoa & Connections
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day
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Joy, Beth Szymanski (Central Youth & Confirmand, 7th grade)



Gathering Around the Word

Prelude Meditation on 'Picardy’

Don Papenbrock, organ

Daniel Gawthrop

Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Shannon J. Kershner
Ringing of the Bell

As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world
that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

‘f Candle Lighting and Call to Worship
From CHILD or BLESSING PrROJECT
People of God,
Live in the joy of the Lord.
Creation yearns for the glory of the Lord, when the desert will rejoice and
flowers will blossom abundantly.
People of God,
Live in the joy of the Lord.
We wait for God’s kingdom coming, when everyone will come home to God
with singing; when all peoples will live in joy and gladness.
People of God,
Live in the joy of the Lord.
We light the third candle, praying for God’s joy, God’s coming kingdom.
People of God,
Live in the joy of the Lord.

Gideon Msonkho

‘f Hymn 105 People, Look East BESANCON

? Call to Confession Rev. Kate Culver
‘f Prayer of Confession
From CHILD OF BLESSING PROJECT
Loving God, thank you for your grace. You have called us to walk
with you, but we have not followed. Forgive us when we ignore
you and each other. Have mercy on us and show us your way so
that we can learn to do your will. In Jesus’ name we pray ...

(Silent Confession) Amen.

‘f Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

‘f Passing of the Peace

? Hymn 137 He Came Down HE CAME DOWN
He came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have light;

hallelujah forevermore.
During the hymn response, the children are invited to come forward for A Time with Children.
Proclaiming the Word
A Time with Children Susan Landrum
Prayer for Illumination Janet Abercrombie

First Lesson Isaiah 35:1-10

Second Lesson Luke 2:1-7

Rev. Shannon J. Kershner

Sermon Bit Parts in the Biggest Story
The Role of the Innkeeper

Responding to the Word

Hymn 94 JEFFERSON
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Now the Heavens Start to Whisper

Affirmation of Faith

SELECTIONS FROM A BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH

We trust in Jesus Christ,

the Word made flesh,

who came to live among us

and will come again

to judge the living and the dead.

In a broken and fearful world,

the Spirit gives us courage

to pray without ceasing,

to witness among all peoples,

and to work for justice, freedom, and peace.
With believers in every time and place,

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Susan Landrum
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Offertory Sentence

Music at the Offertory The Yearning
Chancel Choir, Don Papenbrock, piano

Craig Courtney

There is a yearning in hearts weighed down by ancient grief and centuries of sorrow.
There is a yearning in hearts that in the darkness hide and in the shades of death abide,
a yearning for tomorrow.

There is a yearning, a yearning for the promised One, the Firstborn of creation.
There is a yearning for the Lord who visited
His own, and by His death for sin atoned, to bring to us salvation.

Emmanuel, Emmanuel within our hearts, a yearning.

There is a yearning that fills the hearts of those who wait the day of His appearing.
There is a yearning when all our sorrows are erased and we shall see the One who
placed within our hearts the yearning.

Emmanuel, Emmanuel within our hearts, the yearning.

? At the Presentation Advent Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH

All praise, eternal Christ, to thee
whose advent sets thy people free;
once more upon thy people shine,
and fill the world with love divine.

? Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

TRADITIONAL

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Bearing and Following the Word into the World

? Hymn 80 You Shall Go Out with Joy THE TREES OF THE FIELD

(Sing through three times)

? Charge and Benediction Rev. Shannon J. Kershner

Postlude Carillon on 'Besancon’ Rebecca Groome te Velde

Don Papenbrock, organ

This Week at Central
December 14 - December 21, 2025

Sunday, December 14 Thursday, December 18
8:45a.m.  Breakfast Ministry 7:00 p.m. A Christmas Wish, benefit concert
9:00 a.m.  Nursery Opens for the OAC (Rand Chapel)
9:15 a.m. Doughnuts in the Family Lounge
9:30 a.m. Children’s Choir (Nazareth Friday, December 19

Choir) 10:00 p.m.  OAC Guest Christmas Party
9:45 am. Issues in Theology Class 12:00 p.m.  Church Office closes

(Greene Room)

Bible Study (Brotherhood Saturday, December 20

Room) Church Office Closed
10:00 a.m.  Pageant Rehearsal (Rand
Chapel) Sunday, December 21
11:00 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary 8:45 a.m. Breakfast Ministry
12:00 p.m.  AMIS Luncheon 9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens
12:30 p.m.  Christmas Pageant Dress 9:15 a.m. Doughnuts in the Family Lounge

Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 9:30 a.m. Children’s Choir (Nazareth
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Christmas Choir)
Party (Youth Suite) 10:00 a.m.  Pageant Rehearsal (Rand
Chapel)
Monday, December 15 11:00 a.am.  Christmas Pageant (Sanctuary)
9:00 a.m. Church of the Common 12:00 p.m.  Congregational Lunch

Ground (Courtyard)

Tuesday, December 16

6:00 p.m. Finance Committee (Zoom)

Wednesday, December 17

9:00 a.m. Church of the Common Ground
(Courtyard)

5:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Winter Romance - GSU violin
concert (Rand Chapel)

? When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please stand as you are comfortable.

Please silence your cellphones.
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