
14th Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026
Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Landscape with Road and Trees, William H. Johnson

Welcome To Central
During your online visit today, we hope you feel the presence of the 
Spirit and the love of Christ as we worship God together.  Please fill out 
the online Friendship Pads, especially if you are a visitor or have prayer 
concerns or life updates.

The Nursery Is Open
Central has a nursery for children ages 3 months to four-years-old 
during our Sunday School and worship hours (9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. each 
Sunday). Children are always welcome in our sanctuary, but for those 
parents or caregivers who prefer their little ones to be in a bright, 
safe, playful environment, please join us in the nursery! The nursery is 
located on the 2nd floor of the Oglesby building, behind the sanctuary.

All Church Retreat Registration is Open!  
Join us for a weekend of fellowship, community-building, and fun in 
beautiful Montreat! Central Presbyterian Church will host our annual 
All-Church Retreat at the Montreat Conference Center in beautiful 
western North Carolina on September 5 through 7. This is a time to 
refresh, rejuvenate, and commune with Central friends - new and old. 
This year’s theme for the retreat is "Exploring Sabbath in a Chaotic 
World." There will also be plenty of time for unstructured fun and 
relaxation!   We're especially excited to share this year's retreat with 
our friends from Covenant Presbyterian Church! Dr. Ryan Bonfiglio, 
Candler School of Theology, will be our featured speaker. Please go to 
Realm to register.

Joint Worship with Trinity United Methodist Church. 
If you’re not attending the Central All Church Retreat, we’d love for 
you to join us for a special joint worship service with Trinity United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, September 6, at 10:00 a.m. in Rand 
Chapel. Come worship together, meet Trinity’s new pastor, Rev. Dr. 
Nora Colmenares, and enjoy fellowship with our friends at Trinity. All 
are welcome!

Rally Day: Come, Connect and Get Involved!
Join us for Rally Day on Sunday, September 13, following worship 
in Tull Hall! Enjoy a delicious Das BBQ lunch, learn about Central’s 
committees, programs, and fellowship opportunities, and discover ways 
to get involved and connect with our church community. Come find 
your place at Central! The playground will be open for the kids, too! 
Please go to Realm and signup for lunch. 

Give
You may give via the envelope in 
the pew, at www.cpcatlanta.org 
or by using the QR code.
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Gathering Around the Word

Prelude                                                In Paradisum                           Theodore Dubois
Don Papenbrock, organ

Welcome and Announcements                  Rev. Shannon J. Kershner

Ringing of the Bell

As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world
 that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

Call to Worship                        Rev. Susan B. Landrum 
Based on Psalm 31
Come, people of God!
Take refuge in the Lord!
Who listens when we cry out,
Who rescues us when we call, and 
who leads and guides us 
according to their unfailing love.
You are our God;
Our lives are in your hands.
Let’s worship God together!

Hymn 394                    Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation   WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Holy and gracious God, we are grateful for your unending guidance. 
Through Christ, your way is revealed. And yet, we wander. Forgive 
us when we are lost. Forgive us when we stray from the way of love, 
when we lose sight of the journey for justice, when we ignore our 
neighbor. Find us in the wilderness and grant us the courage to fol-
low you again and again.... (Silent Confession) Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.          
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Passing of the Peace

Hymn 582               Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me           GLORY TO 
GOD (Vasile)

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

During the hymn response, the children are invited to come forward for A Time with Children.

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please stand as you are comfortable.
Please silence your cellphones.

Proclaiming the Word

A Time with Children                                Rev. Susan B. Landrum

Prayer for Illumination                                                   Jackie Randolph

First Lesson    Psalm 31:1-5

Second Lesson                                  John 14:1-7          Rev. Shannon J. Kershner
  

Sermon                         Do I Really Have to Believe That?
Heaven

Responding to the Word
 

Hymn 175                                            Seek Ye First                                          LAFFERTY

Affirmation of Faith                        Rev. Kate Culver                                           
Apostles' Creed, Traditional                                                                                                        
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory Sentence

Music at the Offertory         City Called Heaven        arr. Josephine Poelinitz
Kitsy Battle, soloist, Chancel Choir

Don Papenbrock, piano

I am a pilgrim, a poor pilgrim of sorrow.
I'm left in this wide world, this wide world alone.

Ain't got no hope, got no hope for tomorrow
Trying to make it, make heaven my home.

Sometimes I'm tossed and I'm driven, Lord.
Sometimes I just don't know what way to turn.

Oh, I heard of a city, a city called heaven.
Trying to make it, make heaven my home.

At the Presentation                        Doxology                LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Dedication                                                                                 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
TRADITIONAL 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen.

Bearing and Following the Word into the World

Hymn 268                         Crown Him with Many Crowns                 DIADEMATA 
   
Charge and Benediction                         Rev. Shannon J. Kershner

 
Postlude                                                Toccata in G                           Theodore Dubois  

Don Papenbrock, organ
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Two Week at Central

August 30 - September 13, 2026

Sunday, August 30
8:45 a.m. Breakfast Ministry
9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens
9:15 a.m. Doughnuts in the Family  
 Lounge
9:45 a.m. Children & Youth Sunday  
 School Classes
9:45 a.m. Kirk and Covenant Class (OAC)
10:00 a.m. Trinity UMC Worship 
 (Rand Chapel)
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Combined Evangelism & 
 Congregational Life Meeting
 (Tull Hall)

Monday, August 31
9:00 a.m. Church of the Common
 Ground (Courtyard)

Tuesday, September 1
10:00 a.m. Moments of Movement (Zoom)

Wednesday, September 2
9:00 a.m. Church of the Common
 Ground (Courtyard)
5:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 3 
10:00 a.m. Moments of Movement (Zoom)

Friday, September 4
12:00 p.m. Church Office closes

Saturday, September 5
Church Office Closed
All Church Retreat in Montreat, NC

Sunday, September 6
All Church Retreat in Montreat, NC 
8:45 a.m. Breakfast Ministry
10:00 a.m. Joint Worship service with  
 Trinity UMC Worship 
 (Rand Chapel)

Monday, September 7 - Labor Day
Office Closed

Tuesday, September 8
10:00 a.m. Moments of Movement (Zoom)
5:00 p.m. Personnel Committee (Zoom)
5:30 p.m. OAC Board Meeting (Tull Hall)
6:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee (Zoom)

Wednesday, September 9
9:00 a.m. Church of the Common
 Ground (Courtyard)
5:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 10
10:00 a.m. Moments of Movement (Zoom)
7:00 p.m. WMA Committee (Zoom)

Friday, September 11
12:00 p.m. Church Office closes

Saturday, September 12
Church Office Closed

Sunday, September 13
8:45 a.m. Breakfast Ministry
9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens
9:15 a.m. Doughnuts in the Family  
 Lounge
9:45 a.m. Children & Youth Sunday  
 School Classes
10:00 a.m. Trinity UMC Worship 
 (Rand Chapel)
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Rally Day and Lunch (Tull Hall)


