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Gathering Around the Word

Preservice Music                                           Those Who Dream                song written & recorded by The Many
             Visual art by Lauren Wright Pittman, Hannah Garrity, & Lisle Gwynn Garri

Video by Lisle Gwynn Garrity

                                                                   Pastoral Symphony (from Messiah)                       arr. James Boeringer
                                                            Benjamin Dawson, violin; Vicki Fey, organ                               
        
     
Welcome and Announcements                  Jessica Patchett

Hymn 88, Refrain                                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                           VENI EMMANUEL
                                                            Jennifer Sengin, vocals; Vicki Fey, keyboard
 
       Rejoice!  Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

Lighting of  the Advent Candles                                                                        Rand, Catherine and Penny Lines                                                                                 

God calls people in every time and place 
to help God’s love come alive for every person. 
In days of  old God called Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, and John. 
Today God calls you and me, and all who will listen. 
God’s love has flesh and bones, hearts and hands. 
God’s love is strong in our fragile lives. 
Lift up your hearts to the God of  all creation. 
For God’s love will be born anew this day. 
God’s love is born anew this day and every day. 

Hymn 135                                                      There’s a Star in the East                                                 FOLLOW
                                                Lucy Baum, Tricia Berrett, Xieyi (Abby)Zhang, Trace Haythorn, vocals; 
                                                              Vicki Fey, keyboard; Benjamin Dawson, violin

There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

It will lead to the place where the Christ was born.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

REFRAIN: 
Follow, follow;

rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Follow the star of  Bethlehem.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.



If  you take good heed to the angel’s words,
rise up, shepherd, and follow.

You’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. [REFRAIN]

Call to Confession                    Christian Antwi

Prayer of  Confession

God, in this season of  waiting, we have lost our way. 
The journey to the Messiah has been a long and difficult one. 
In these dark days, we let hope be a fleeting thought. 
We lose trust in you and your promises and get the idea that we are to rely on ourselves.
In the brutalness of  the cold, we shy away from offering peace to others. 
We have developed an us versus them nature that keeps us from extending peace.
Our fears of  the future prevent us from experiencing true joy. 
The joy that you, God give so willingly. These fears prevent us from truly coming to you.
Lord, you have asked us to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
You have modeled this unconditional love to us through the birth of  your Son. 
Though we at times forget that we are to love one another. 
Be with us, God, in this season of  waiting; the journey is long and is filled with dark and brutal 
days. Your son is coming and prepare our hearts for his arrival.

Assurance of  Pardon

Hymn Response                                        Angels We Have Heard on High                                            GLORIA
                            Lucy Baum, Tricia Berrett, Xieyi (Abby) Zhang, Trace Haythorn, vocals; Vicki Fey, keyboard

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Passing of  The Peace

Proclaiming The Word
Children’s Sermon                    Hope Bradford

Scripture Reading                                         Matthew 1: 18 - 25                                                           Erin Raffety

Scripture Reading                                               Luke 1: 46-56                                                   Martha Haythorn                                   
                        
Sermon                  What the World Needs Now:                      Erin Raffety, Martha Haythorn
                                          A Conversation about Love, Advocacy, and the Holy Spirit            



      Responding to and Sending The Word

Anthem                                             It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                               Richard Storrs Willis
                                                          Chancel Choir; Vicki Fey, keyboard                                  

Prayers of  The People                     Mary Kate McAlister

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, our Mother, our Parent in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.
Now and forever. Amen.

 Bearing and Following the Word into The World
 Hymn 143  Stanzas 1, 2, 4             Angels, from the Realms of  Glory                                 REGENT SQUARE 
                    Janet Abercrombie, Kitsy Battle, Jennifer Sengin, vocals; Vicki Fey, keyboard; Benjamin Dawson, violin

 Angels, from the realms of  glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;

you, who sang creation’s story,
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night,

God with us is now residing;
yonder shines the infant light:

come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,

evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One:

come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king!                                

Blessing  and Benediction                                                                                                          Jasiel H. Garcia 
              
Sending Music                                                O Come, All Ye Faithful                                   ADESTE FIDELIS
                                                                       Connor Holloway, violin   

Music is printed under
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Stewardship 2021

In this season, as we await Jesus’ birth, remember God’s 
love is God’s gift to us all. Receiving God’s love, and in 
turn sharing this love in abundant ways with one an-
other and our neighbors is the greatest gift. As of today, 
thanks to a generous response of this congregation to 
God’s call, we are at 76% of our annual 2021 goal. We 
are hopeful that with your continued generosity and 
commitment we will achieve this goal before the end of 
the calendar year. It takes all of us and all of our gifts to 
re-create our world with God. Please join us in making 
your pledge this week by visiting:

https://cpcatlanta.org/stewardship-2021/

or click the link below to visit Realm to make your 
pledge or gifts to Central:

https://onrealm.org/cpcatlanta

If you have any difficulty logging in to your profile or 
making your pledge within Realm, please contact Linda 
Massengill (lmassengill@cpcatlanta.org).






