
Sunday, March 21, 2021
 Service for The Lord’s Day
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Promises Kept
Genesis 15:1-11, 17-18 Luke 13.31-35 

Rev. Pete Paulsen preaching



Gathering Around the Word

Preservice Music                              Fantasia in C, mvt. III                                          Robert Schumann
                                                                           Karen Brown, piano
Welcome                                                                 Christian Antwi

Prayer of  Adoration                                                     Christian Antwi
               
Hymn 49, Stanzas 1, 2, 4                           The God of  Abraham Praise                                                    LEONI

      Jennifer Sengin, vocals; Vicki Fey, keyboard

The God of  Abraham praise,
who reigns enthroned above,
the Ancient of  Eternal Days,

the God of  love!
The Lord, the great I am,

by earth and heaven confessed,
we bow before your holy name,

forever blest.

Your spirit still flows free,
high surging where it will.

In prophet’s word you spoke of  old
and you speak still.

Established is your law,
and changeless it shall stand,

deep writ upon the human heart
by your strong hand.

You have eternal life
implanted in the soul;

your love shall be our strength and stay,
while ages roll.

We praise you, living God!
We praise your holy name:

the first, the last, beyond all thought,
and still the same!

 
Call to Confession                      Mary Kate McAlister
 
Prayer of  Confession              Mary Kate McAlister

Creator God,
We often forget that this is who you are.
We forget that you created us from dust, 
that you breathed into us life, 
and that you walk alongside us still.



Assuming our lives are our own, we live them in sync with the consumption and production pat-
terns of  our world. We cast our vision toward gain, instead of  Glory, making idols out of  that 
which brings no satisfaction. And in known and unknown ways, we prioritize our own needs 
above and beyond the needs of  our neighbors and the needs of  the creation.

Forgive us, we pray, and turn us back toward you.
Give us the eyes to see how delicately and carefully 
our lives and the lives of  others were created.
And realign the priorities and power, seen and unseen, that prevent the flourishing of  equitable 
communities.

Merciful God, breathe life into us again. 
And with every inhale and exhale, may we feel you near.
In Jesus Christ we pray, amen.

Assurance of  Pardon            Mary Kate McAlister

Passing of  The Peace                      Mary Kate McAlister

Hymn Response                                             A Lenten Doxology                                                      OLD 100TH
                                                          Chancel Choir; Vicki Fey, keyboard

Praise God throughout these forty days.

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise.

And praise the Spirit who imparts

God’s love in Christ into our hearts.  Amen.

    -Text: G.W. Dub Shepherd, 2006

Proclaiming The Word
A Time with Children                                          Christian Antwi 
                            
PSALTER                                                    Psalm 126: 1-2, 4-6                                        Refrain: Hal H. Hopson
                                                    Matt Baum, cantor; Miriam Moore-Keish, lector



 When the Lord brought the captives home to Zion,                                                                         
it seemed like a dream; our mouths were filled with laughter,                                                     

our lips sang songs of  joy.  [REFRAIN]

O Lord, bring the captives home again as streams in dry land.                                                    
Yes, they who sow in tears will reap with joyful hearts. [REFRAIN]

They go out with tears to sow the land; the seeds they scatter forth;                                          
they come again with singing; they bring the fruitful sheaves.  [REFRAIN]

 
Scripture readings                 Genesis 15:1-11, 17-18 Luke 13.31-35

Sermon        Promises Kept                                         Pete Paulsen

Anthem                          Jerusalem! Thou that killest the Prophets (from St. Paul)                    Felix Mendelssohn
                                                    Hope Bradford, soprano; Vicki Fey, keyboard        
   
                  Responding to and Sending the word

Prayers of  The People                                          Jasiel H. Garcia

The Lord’s Prayer                                      
Our Parent, who is among us, holy is your name.
May your reign be a reality here on earth.
May we become more interested in building your kin-dom here and now
than in waiting for it to come down from above.
Let us share our bread with those who hunger.
Let us learn to forgive as well as to receive forgiveness.
Help us through the time of  temptation, delivering us from all evil.
For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth.
And yours we are, now and forever. Amen. 

 Bearing and Following the Word into The World

 Hymn 440, Stanzas 1, 3, 4                         Jesus, Lover of  My Soul                                          ABERYSTWYTH
                                                          Jennifer Sengin, vocals; Vicki Fey, keyboard

Jesus, lover of  my soul,
let me to thy bosom fly,

while the nearer waters roll,
while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
till the storm of  life is past.
Safe into the haven guide.
O receive my soul at last!
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Thou, O Christ, art all I want;
more than all in thee I find.

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
heal the sick, and lead the blind.

Just and holy is thy name;
I am all unrighteousness.
False and full of  sin I am;

thou art full of  truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with thee is found,
grace to cover all my sin.

Let the healing streams abound;
make and keep me pure within.

Thou of  life the fountain art;
freely let me take of  thee.

Spring thou up within my heart.
Rise to all eternity.

Blessing and Benediction                                    Pete Paulsen

Choral Response                                The Peace of  the Earth be with You        Guatemalan folk melody, arr. John Bell
                                                                             Chancel Choir

 
The peace of  the earth be with you, the peace of  the heavens too;                                                 
 the peace of  the rivers be with you, the peace of  the oceans too.                                                  

Deep peace falling over you. God’s peace growing in you.     
  -Guatemalan text, trans. Christine Carson

Sending Music                                                 When Jesus Wept                                                   David Schelat
                                                                             Vicki Fey, organ






