
October 17, 2021
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word

Opening Voluntary      Prelude on WAREHAM                                                     Healey Willan                                                       
                  As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself  for worship.

Welcome                          Rev.  John M. Semmes

Ringing of  The Bell 
As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

                              When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

Untitled (Violet, Black, Orange, Yellow on White and Red) by Mark Rothko.



Call to Worship                                      John McCrosky
 
We may come here for a glimpse of  glory,

But Jesus asks us: “Can you drink the cup that I drink?”

The cup of  Jesus’ own life: struggle and joy; suffering and hope. Fullness of  life! We may come here 
to get close to Jesus, 

But Jesus asks us: “Can you be baptized with my baptism?”

Baptized into the reign of  God, where the Spirit breaks down barriers among all people and creates 
new relationships! We may come here for honor or fame,

But Jesus challenges us: “To become great you must serve!”

Why are we here?

To drink the cup of  fullness of  life; to immerse ourselves in Jesus’ struggle for justice 
and peace; to learn how to serve so that the world may be healed.

Hymn 320                                    The Church of  Christ in Every Age                                      WAREHAM

Call to Confession                                               Christian Antwi
 
Prayer of  Confession 

We can get caught up in selfish pursuits and completely overlook the wonders of  your 
creation, O God. All around us are majestic reminders of  the beauty you offer to us. 
But we are weak and easily trapped into attitudes of  indifference or destructive be-
havior. You have not given this world to us that we should destroy it, but rather that 
we should cherish it and make sure that all receive from its bounty. Forgive our over-
whelming greed and selfishness. Help us to let go of  the petty desires for wealth, posi-
tion, and power, and bring us into a ministry which proclaims your love and justice 
for all your people. These things we pray in the name of  the Master Servant, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Assurance of  Pardon             

Passing of  The Peace
                                                                                                      
Hymn 70                           What Does the Lord Require of  You?                                          MOON       
                                                         (sing in a round as directed)                

What does the Lord require of  you?
What does the Lord require of  you?

Justice, kindness,
walk humbly with your God.

To seek justice and love kindness
and walk humbly with your God.-

During the response hymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time with Children.



Proclaiming The Word

A Time With Children                                    Christian Antwi
                                                                                

First Lesson                                                 Psalm 91:9-16                                               Martin Lehfeldt

Second Lesson                                            Mark 10:35-45                                        

Sermon                                                   “Meet The Zebedees”                            Rev.  John M. Semmes

Silence and Stillness    

Responding to The Word

Affirmation of  Faith                                                             Christian Antwi
a Brief statement of faith

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 
Holy One of  Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of  life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together 
with all believers in the one body of  Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired 
the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture. In a 
broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and 
culture, to hear the voices of  peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, 
freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve 
Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Anthem      Ain’-a That Good News! African-American Spiritual               arr. William L. Dawson

I got a crown up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news! 
I’m a-goin’ to lay down this worl’, goin’-a shoulder up-uh my cross, 

goin’-a take it home-a to my Jesus, ain’t-a that good news. 

I got a harp up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news...

I got a robe up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news...

I got a Saviour in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news...
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Prayers of  the People                                 Christian Antwi

The Lord’s Prayer
aramaic translations

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere! 
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 
Imagine your possibilities now. 
Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment’s bread and wisdom. 
Untie the knots of  failure binding us, as we release the strands we hold of  others’ faults. 
Help us not forget our Source, Yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 
Amen - May our future actions grow from here! 

 Bearing and Following the Word into the World

Hymn 321                                            The Church’s One Foundation                                              AURELIA

Benediction                               Rev.  John M. Semmes

Closing Voluntary                                The Church’s One Foundation                                       arr. Charles Ore

Food, fellowship and our future 
together! We have a church-
wide picnic lunch today after 

worship until 2 p.m. in the park 
adjacent to Central’s courtyard. In 
addition to food and fellowship, we 
have a brief program about our con-
gregational survey and stewardship 
plans. Got kids? Children’s activities 
and supervision will be provided. 



Martin Lehfeldt, Lector
Ed Carwile, Tower Bell Ringer
Jane Conyers, Choir Guild

Worship Staff

The Rev.  John M. Semmes, Interim Pastor and Head of  Staff
The Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia, 
Associate Pastor for Engagement and Mission
The Rev. P. C. (Buddy) Enniss, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Antwi, Director, Ministries to Children, 
Youth, and Families
Jennifer Sengin, Interim Choral Director
Vicki Fey, CCM, Organist, Bethlehem Choir Director, 
Geneva Handbell Director
Michael Morgan, Organist Emeritus
Thom Dixon, Music Intern
Dennis Lau, Music Intern
John McCrosky, Pastoral Intern

Worship Production Staff

Mark Wallace Maguire, Director of  Communications
Dean Hammond, Volunteer Technology Director
Jason Bliss, Audio Engineer
Kurt Vogel, A/V Assistant

Hospitality Team

Beth Grashof
Becky Battle
Philip Covin
Richard Woodring
Sandy Hoke

Participating in Worship Today

Our church has entered into a time 
of  discernment, during which we are 
gathering information to guide our deci-
sions for our future. Recently, you have 
heard and read about one aspect of  this 
process: The Church Assessment Tool 
(CAT). This tool will provide a clearer 
picture of  who we are as a church and 
what directions might be important for 
our future. Your response is very import-
ant to us.
 
Today, you are scheduled to receive an 
email which indicates that you have been 
selected to participate in the CAT. It is 
not transferable; please do not forward 
it. We ask that you take the on-line as-
sessment as soon as possible, but before 
midnight on October 31.
 
All answers are strictly anonymous. We 
have no way of  matching any assessment 
to a particular person, so please feel free 
to candidly share your perceptions, opin-
ions and experiences. The assessment 
will take approximately 22 minutes to 
complete. Please set aside enough time to 
complete the survey all at one time. Our 
future together is dependent on your 
participation and honest answers.

If  you have questions, please contact 
David Enniss at denniss@atlantaga.gov 
or at 404-967-1767.
 
Many thanks,

Your Central Transition Team,
 
Sarah Cook, chair
David Enniss
M.E. Davis
Ann Hunter
Vanessa Kirk
Grace Paulsen

PLANNING 
OUR FUTURE 
TOGETHER!









Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care 
Teams.’ Each team is composed of  two to four deacons assigned to a 
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and 
support efforts by: 

1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs 
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship 
services. 

The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the 
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and 
Amy Covin. 

The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:

Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes. 

Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire, 
and Brian Bishop. 
 
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Co-
vin*, and Phillip Covin.*

In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*

Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.

Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green, 
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.* 

*represents the current Parish Coordinators. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year as we care for one another 
and share the love of  God at Central.

Please give generously to 
support Central’s work 
and mission in this time of  
great need!  You can scan 
the QR code to give via 
our secure portal.

Visiting Central? 
Whether we are together in person or 
being the body of  Christ from afar, 
Central is a community of  faith that 
offers a great variety of  opportunities 
for you to connect and find a place to 
belong:

Worship: On Sundays, our in-person 
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir 
has resumed and is participating during 
worship services. 

Learning: Our Fall classes include 
“Delivered out of  Empire: Pivotal 
Moments in the Book of  Exodus,” “The 
Christian Imagination - Theology and 
the Origins of  Race,” “Friends on the 
Journey: an Anti-Racism Community 
Building,” “Coffee & Connections: 
Conversations about Life and Faith,” 
and “The Bible and Poverty.”

Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms 
across ministries - children and youth, 
college and young adults, parents and 
older adults, and other Central Life 
Groups that offer meaningful connec-
tions. 

Service: From serving meals and coffee 
to our neighbors experiencing home-
lessness at the courtyard on Sunday 
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti; 
Central offers opportunities for faithful 
missionary service and advocacy sup-
port in Atlanta and beyond.  
You may also serve in our hospitality 
and the A/V and communications 
ministries. 

We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church! 

For more information, please connect 
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H. 
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org 

Central Care Teams

Give



Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:

1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people 
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively 
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.

We do so through the work of  our Learning and Worship ministries, 
and through the Session’s vision for community building and 
advocacy support for this program year. 

2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting 
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that 
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of  
people of  color.

We do so through the work of  the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s 
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and 
through the faithful conversations of  “Friends on the Journey.”

3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that per-
petuate economic exploitation of  people who are poor.

We do so through the work of  the Local and Global Missions 
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant 
Grant Discernment Team. 


