
October 24, 2021
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word

Opening Voluntary                   Glad Adoration                                               Christian Guebert
Geneva Bell Choir

                                  As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself  for worship.

Welcome                          Rev.  John M. Semmes

Ringing of  The Bell 
As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.

‘Golden Power’ by Mihaela Ionescu



                              

Call to Worship                           Rev.  John M. Semmes
adapted from psalm 34

I will bless the Lord at all times, praise and thanksgiving shall be on my mouth. 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt God’s name together.

Let us seek the LORD, for our prayers are always answered. 

Yes, let us taste and see that the LORD is good. 

Let us worship God with shouts of  joy and hymns of  praise.

Hymn                                                 Come Inside                                           text: mary louise BrinGle   
             tune: sally ann morris

this hymn was Commissioned By idlewild presByterian ChurCh, memphis, in memory of 
marGaret riChey montGomery, lonG time memBer of Central and mother 

of the late steve montGomery, pastor of idlewild for many years.

Call to Confession                                       Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia

Prayer of  Confession 

Gracious God, we acknowledge how we have failed to give to others, when you have so 
generously given to us. At the expense of  others, we seek to maximize our own bene-
fits and wealth. At the expense of  this world, we abuse the resources you have given 
us. At the expense of  your love, we choose selfishness and individualism.  Mold us 
into better stewards of  your great love and blessings. Transform our greedy hearts 
and renew your generous Spirit within us. May we be filled with gratitude and thanks-
giving. Remind us of  your abundant grace that redeems our lives. Forgive us, renew 
us, empower us... We pray this in the name of  your son,  Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Assurance of  Pardon             

Passing of  The Peace
                                                                                                      
Hymn 70                           What Does the Lord Require of  You?                                          MOON       
                                                         (sinG in a round as direCted)                

What does the Lord require of  you?
What does the Lord require of  you?

Justice, kindness,
walk humbly with your God.

To seek justice and love kindness
and walk humbly with your God.

During the response hymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time with Children.



Proclaiming The Word

A Time With Children                             Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia
                                                                                
First Lesson                                                   Psalm 126                                                          Kitsy Battle

Second Lesson                                            Luke 18:1-8                                        Rev.  John M. Semmes
                 
Sermon                     “If  God Answers Prayer, Then Where’s My iPad Pro?”         Rev.  John M. Semmes

Silence and Stillness    

Responding to The Word

Affirmation of  Faith                                                     Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia
By allen and sara ewinG-merrill from the hopeGateway Community

We believe in God,
Creator of  the universe,
Giver of  every good gift,
Author of  life itself.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
who reminded us of  the coming of  God’s kingdom,
who commanded us to care for those in need,
who taught us to store up treasures in heaven, not on earth,
and who gave us the example of  self-giving love.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who inspires us to faithful stewardship of  God’s gifts,
in whom we live and move and have our being,
by whom all things are possible.

We believe that God has given us gifts to be shared freely and generously, 
in a spirit of  love and joy. 
We acknowledge that we are merely stewards of  all that is God’s, 
caretakers of  God’s home.
We believe that faithful stewardship is an act of  worship,
 a means of  praising God who has blessed us so abundantly.
We believe that God has great things in store for us, 
for it is in giving that we receive.
Amen.



Music is printed under
Onelicense.netAA-710014 | CCS License No. 11974 | CCLI License No. 1950421

Anthem                                                         Be Thou My Vision                                            arr. Alice Parker                           
text: hymn 450

  Thomas Dixon, Conductor

Prayers of  the People              Rev. Jasiel H. Garcia
                            
The Lord’s Prayer
paraphrased By the rev. dr. sarah dylan Breuer 

Loving Creator
we honor you,
and we honor all that you have made. 
Renew the whole world
in the image of  your love.
Give us what we need for today,

and a hunger to see the whole world fed.
Strengthen us for what lies ahead; 
heal us from the hurts of  the past; 
give us courage to follow your call in this moment.
For your love is the only power,
the only home, the only honor we need,
in this world and in the world to come. Amen.

 Bearing and Following the Word into the World

Hymn 618                               O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High                             DEO GRACIAS                                          

Benediction                               Rev.  John M. Semmes

Closing Voluntary                                     O Love, How Deep                                              Kristina Langlois
The congregation is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.



Kitsy Battle, Lector
Jason Bliss, Tower Bell Ringer
Ann Hunter, Choir Guild

Worship Staff

The Rev.  John M. Semmes, Interim Pastor and Head of  Staff
The Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia, 
Associate Pastor for Engagement and Mission
The Rev. P. C. (Buddy) Enniss, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Antwi, Director, Ministries to Children, 
Youth, and Families
Jennifer Sengin, Interim Choral Director
Vicki Fey, CCM, Organist, Bethlehem Choir Director, 
Geneva Handbell Director
Michael Morgan, Organist Emeritus
Thomas Dixon, Music Intern
Dennis Lau, Music Intern
John McCrosky, Pastoral Intern

Participating in Worship Today

Worship Production Staff

Mark Wallace Maguire, 
Director of  Communications
Dean Hammond, 
Volunteer Technology Director
Sam Patton, Audio Engineer
Kurt Vogel, A/V Assistant
Jason Bliss, A/V Assistant

Hospitality Team

Beth Grashof
Ben Evans
Em McNair
Kathy Harben
Kaye Carmichael
Mike Sizemore

You are invited to complete the Church Assessment Tool 
(CAT), an online instrument that will help leaders gauge the 
strength, vitality, and trends in our church. The information 

gained from this assessment will be valuable in helping the Session as 
they make decisions about Central’s future.
 
On Sunday, you should have received an email with a link provided to 
tell us about your experiences in, and priorities for, our church. Please 
do not discuss the survey or your answers with others as this may influ-
ence their answers. Assistance with navigating the online aspect of  the 
survey will be offered to those who need it.
 
All responses are strictly anonymous. We have no way of  matching 
any assessment to a particular person, so please feel free to candidly 
share your perceptions, opinions and experiences. Our future together 
is dependent upon your participation and honest answers.

Results of  the survey will be shared with the 
congregation in November.
 
If  you have questions, please contact David 
Enniss at 404-964-1767 or 
denniss@atlantaga.gov.
 
Many thanks,

Your Central Transition Team,

Sarah Cook, chair
David Enniss
M.E. Davis
Ann Hunter
Vanessa Kirk
Grace Paulsen

Holy Cow! Have you finished your survey yet? 









Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care 
Teams.’ Each team is composed of  two to four deacons assigned to a 
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and 
support efforts by: 

1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs 
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship 
services. 

The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the 
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and 
Amy Covin. 

The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:

Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes. 

Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire, 
and Brian Bishop. 
 
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Co-
vin*, and Phillip Covin.*

In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*

Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.

Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green, 
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.* 

*represents the current Parish Coordinators. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year as we care for one another 
and share the love of  God at Central.

Please give generously to 
support Central’s work 
and mission in this time of  
great need!  You can scan 
the QR code to give via 
our secure portal.

Visiting Central? 
Whether we are together in person or 
being the body of  Christ from afar, 
Central is a community of  faith that 
offers a great variety of  opportunities 
for you to connect and find a place to 
belong:

Worship: On Sundays, our in-person 
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir 
has resumed and is participating during 
worship services. 

Learning: Our Fall classes include 
“Delivered out of  Empire: Pivotal 
Moments in the Book of  Exodus,” “The 
Christian Imagination - Theology and 
the Origins of  Race,” “Friends on the 
Journey: an Anti-Racism Community 
Building,” “Coffee & Connections: 
Conversations about Life and Faith,” 
and “The Bible and Poverty.”

Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms 
across ministries - children and youth, 
college and young adults, parents and 
older adults, and other Central Life 
Groups that offer meaningful connec-
tions. 

Service: From serving meals and coffee 
to our neighbors experiencing home-
lessness at the courtyard on Sunday 
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti; 
Central offers opportunities for faithful 
missionary service and advocacy sup-
port in Atlanta and beyond.  
You may also serve in our hospitality 
and the A/V and communications 
ministries. 

We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church! 

For more information, please connect 
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H. 
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org 

Central Care Teams

Give



Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:

1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people 
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively 
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.

We do so through the work of  our Learning and Worship ministries, 
and through the Session’s vision for community building and 
advocacy support for this program year. 

2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting 
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that 
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of  
people of  color.

We do so through the work of  the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s 
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and 
through the faithful conversations of  “Friends on the Journey.”

3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that per-
petuate economic exploitation of  people who are poor.

We do so through the work of  the Local and Global Missions 
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant 
Grant Discernment Team. 


