
November 28, 2021
The First Sunday of  Advent
Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word

Opening Voluntary     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                      Raymond H. Haan
  

As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself  for worship.

Welcome                Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 
                                  
Ringing of  the Bell
 

As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.



Lighting of  the Advent Candle                 Kathy and Rev. Oscar McCloud

Searching in the world, where can we find hope?

We can find hope in the promise of  God who is steadfast.

It is dark, and we find exhaustion easier to live in than hope.

Stay prepared. See, the kingdom is near.

Fear ties itself  around my soul. 

Do not be afraid, for the Christ shall save you.

Come now, O Child of  Mary.

Come now, O Prince of  Hope.                       

Congregational Response           Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                       TIF IN VELDELE

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

Call to Worship                        Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 
                                 
Friends, we come from a world of  darkness into Christ’s redeeming light.
We come from a world of  weariness into God’s mighty strength and hope.
We come from a world of  anxiety into the Holy Spirit’s peace that surpasses our understanding.

Therefore, we come together to awaken our souls and watch for the coming of  Christ.
Yes! we come to worship God.
 
Hymn 88  Stanzas 1, 6, 7                       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                     VENI EMMANUEL

Call to Confession                                                                                Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 
                                            
Prayer of  Confession 

Gracious God, you are our strength and our hope. Yet, oftentimes we have lost hope 
during the darkest hours of  our lives. At times, the world’s fears have become our 
own fears, leading us into moments of  despair. And many other times, we have 
turned to the world for truth and strength, which have taken us far from your truth, 
love and guidance. Forgive us, redeeming God. Shine upon us with power. Restore in 
us your hope. Make us faithful disciples of  your truth. In the name of  Jesus Christ, we 
pray. Amen.

Assurance of  Pardon             



Passing of  the Peace
                                                                                                      
Hymn 92, Stanza 1                             While We Are Waiting, Come                                               WAITING

While we are waiting, come;
while we are waiting, come.

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,
while we are waiting, come.

During the response hymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time With Children.

Proclaiming the Word
A Time With Children                  Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia

Prayer of  Illumination                        Jerry Miller

First Lesson                                       Jeremiah 33:14-16                                              Jerry Miller

Second Lesson                                                 Luke 21:25-36                                             Christian Antwi

Sermon                                              “How Can You Make Waiting Count?”                   Christian Antwi

Silence and Stillness

Responding to the Word    

Affirmation of  Faith                                        Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 
From the ConFession oF Belhar 
seCtions 10.1, 10.3

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and 
cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of  
the world and will do to the end. We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an ob-
ligation for the church of  Jesus Christ....We believe that this unity of  the people of  God 
must be manifested and be active in a variety of  ways; in that we love one another;  that 
we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated 
to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of  benefit and blessing to one another; that 
we share one faith, have one calling, are of  one soul and one mind....
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Anthem                                                            A Spotless Rose                                             Herbert Howells
Thomas Dixon, baritone; Chancel Choir;  Amanda Lower, liturgical dance

A Spotless Rose is blowing, sprung from a tender root, of  ancient seers’ foreshowing, of  Jesse promised fruit; its 
fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter, and in the dark midnight.  The Rose which I am singing, 
whereof  Isaiah said, is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest Maid; for through our God’s great love and 

might, the Blessed Babe she bare us in a cold, cold winter’s night.  Text - 14th century

          
Prayers of  the People                                         Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                 
traditional version with inClusive language 

Beloved parent who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 Bearing and Following the Word into the World

Hymn 82                                               Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                     HYFRYDOL

Benediction                                          Christian Antwi 

Closing Voluntary                       Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying                                           David Cherwien

                                   The congregation is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON DECEMBER 5: The Session has called a congregational 
meeting to be convened on Sunday, December 5 at 4 p.m. via Zoom for the purpose of electing a 
slate of nominees to the Pastor Nominating Committee. A link will be made available next week. 
All members on the active roll are invited to attend and vote.



Jerry Miller, Lector
Steve Fey, Tower Bell Ringer
Amanda Lower, Liturgical Dancer
Kathy and Rev. Oscar McCloud, Lighting of  the Advent Candle

Worship Staff

The Rev.  John M. Semmes, Interim Pastor and Head of  Staff
The Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia, 
   Associate Pastor for Engagement and Mission
The Rev. P. C. (Buddy) Enniss, Pastor Emeritus
Christian Antwi, 
   Director, Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families
Dr.  Jennifer Sengin, Interim Choral Director
Vicki Fey, CCM, Organist, Bethlehem Choir Director, 
   Geneva Handbell Director
Michael Morgan, Organist Emeritus
Thomas Dixon, Music Intern
Dennis Lau, Music Intern
John McCrosky, Pastoral Intern

Worship Production Staff

Mark Wallace Maguire, 
   Director of  Communications
Dean Hammond, 
   Volunteer Technology Director
Sam Patton, Audio Engineer
Kurt Vogel, A/V Assistant
Jason Bliss, A/V Assistant

Hospitality Team

Beth Grashof
Ben Evans
Em McNair
Kathy Harben
Kaye Carmichael
Mike Sizemore

Participating in Worship Today

   This special service will take place 
in The Sanctuary and will also be 
livestreamed. Parking will be avail-
able in the garage.

Give lament to God; create space for hope and 
healing.

   For ages, cries and prayers of  
lament have erupted from humans 
in the grip of  painful experiences. 
During the past 18 months, un-
timely deaths from covid-19 have 
occurred worldwide in astonishing 
numbers. As individuals, in groups, 
and as a nation, we have cried out 
again and again. 
   At the same time, we have 
endured personal circumstances 
outside the pandemic’s reach that 
have invoked similar instances of  
lament and sorrow, whether from 
the death of  a loved one, the loss 
of  a job, or even from recent events 
at our church. 
   Lament provides Christ’s church 
with a rhetoric for prayer and re-
flection that befits the volatile times 
in which we live - a rhetoric that 
mourns loss, examines complicity 
in brokenness, cries for divine help, 
and sings and prays with hope. 
Ultimately, what shapes lament is 
not a need to cry our woe, but the 
faithfulness of  the God who hears 
us and acts. 
   In this season of  expectant wait-
ing for a savior, we hope you will 
join us for this service dedicated to 
lifting up not only our lament, but 
also our enduring hope through 
Jesus Christ.

An Advent Service of 
Lament and Healing 

takes place 
December 7 at 7 p.m.











Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care 
Teams.’ Each team is composed of  two to four deacons assigned to a 
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and 
support efforts by: 

1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs 
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship 
services. 

The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the 
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and 
Amy Covin. 

The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:

Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes. 

Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire, 
and Brian Bishop. 
 
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Co-
vin*, and Phillip Covin.*

In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*

Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.

Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green, 
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.* 

*represents the current Parish Coordinators. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year as we care for one another 
and share the love of  God at Central.

Please give generously to 
support Central’s work 
and mission in this time of  
great need!  You can scan 
the QR code to give via 
our secure portal.

Visiting Central? 
Whether we are together in person or 
being the body of  Christ from afar, 
Central is a community of  faith that 
offers a great variety of  opportunities 
for you to connect and find a place to 
belong:

Worship: On Sundays, our in-person 
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir 
has resumed and is participating during 
worship services. 

Learning: Our Fall classes include 
“Delivered out of  Empire: Pivotal 
Moments in the Book of  Exodus,” “The 
Christian Imagination - Theology and 
the Origins of  Race,” “Friends on the 
Journey: an Anti-Racism Community 
Building,” “Coffee & Connections: 
Conversations about Life and Faith,” 
and “The Bible and Poverty.”

Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms 
across ministries - children and youth, 
college and young adults, parents and 
older adults, and other Central Life 
Groups that offer meaningful connec-
tions. 

Service: From serving meals and coffee 
to our neighbors experiencing home-
lessness at the courtyard on Sunday 
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti; 
Central offers opportunities for faithful 
missionary service and advocacy sup-
port in Atlanta and beyond.  
You may also serve in our hospitality 
and the A/V and communications 
ministries. 

We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church! 

For more information, please connect 
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H. 
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org 

Central Care Teams

Give



Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:

1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people 
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively 
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.

We do so through the work of  our Learning and Worship ministries, 
and through the Session’s vision for community building and 
advocacy support for this program year. 

2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting 
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that 
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of  
people of  color.

We do so through the work of  the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s 
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and 
through the faithful conversations of  “Friends on the Journey.”

3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that per-
petuate economic exploitation of  people who are poor.

We do so through the work of  the Local and Global Missions 
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant 
Grant Discernment Team. 




