
January 16, 2022
Second Sunday after Epiphany

Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word

Opening Voluntary                 Prelude on LAND OF REST                                           Edwin T. Childs

As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself  for worship.

Welcome                          Rev.  John M. Semmes 
                               
Ringing of  the Bell
 

As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.



Call to Worship                                   Rev.  John M. Semmes

Let the ears of  all people be attentive; 
the heavens are telling the glory of  God!
As we commune with God, we know we need one another. 
Let us seek and honor the good to be found in everyone around us.
Listen once again to the law and the prophets, fulfilled in Christ alone. 
For they are sure and true and grounded in God’s love for us.
Here, we seek to be transformed by the renewing of  our minds, 
and to discern God’s will.
Let us worship God!

Hymn 317                                            In Christ There Is No East or West                                                   MCKEE

Call to Confession                                                                                           Rev.  John M. Semmes
                                          
Prayer of  Confession 

Sovereign God, whose upward call in Christ Jesus we have so often chosen to ignore, 
we confess we settle for lesser goals while you summon us to embrace the realm of  
heaven. We easily see the wasteful acts of  others, but not our own selfish habits. We 
seldom look beyond our own interests to the well-being of  our sisters and brothers. 
We exaggerate the contributions we make, but ignore the sacrifices of  others. Forgive 
us, O God, and do a new thing within and among us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Assurance of  Pardon 

Passing of  the Peace
                                                                                                      
Hymn 582                               Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me                    GLORY TO GOD

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

For safety reasons, A Time With Children is not being offered during worship for the remainder of  the month.



Proclaiming the Word
Prayer for Illumination             Rob Forbes 
                       
First Lesson                                    Psalm 112:1-9           

Second Lesson                                            Isaiah 58:1-12                                     Rev. Paul T. Roberts, Sr.               

Sermon                         “H.E.A.L.”                                     Rev. Paul T. Roberts, Sr.               
                                        
Silence and Stillness

Responding to the Word

Affirmation of  Faith                                                   Rev.  John M. Semmes
The Confession of 1967, seCTion 9.44

God has created the peoples of  the earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling 
love, God overcomes the barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down ev-
ery form of  discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. The 
church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another as persons in all 
relationships of  life: in employment, housing, education, leisure, marriage, family, 
church, and the exercise of  political rights. Therefore, the church labors for the aboli-
tion of  all racial discrimination and ministers to those injured by it. Congregations, in-
dividuals, or groups of  Christians who exclude, dominate, or patronize others, however 
subtly, resist the Spirit of  God and bring contempt on the faith which they profess.

Anthem                                    De Blin’ Man Stood on De Road an’ Cried        Spiritual, arr. Harry T. Burleigh
                                                            Sheldon Michael, soloist

O de blin’ man stood on de road an’ cried. Cryin’ O my Lord, save me.  
O de blin’ man stood on de road an’ cried. 

Cryin’ that he might receib his sight, cryin’ O my Lord, save me.
 O de blin’ man stood on de road an’ cried. 

Cryin’ what kind o’ shoes am dose you wear, cryin’ O my Lord, save me.
 O de blin’ man stood on de road an’ cried. 

Cryin’ dese shoes I wear am de Gospel shoes., cryin’ 
O my Lord save me. De blin’ man stood on de road an’ cried.

Prayers of  the People                   Rev.  John M. Semmes
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Participating in Worship Today

The Lord’s Prayer                      
from A new monAsTiC hAndbook

Blessed One, our Father and our Mother, may your love be enacted in the world. May 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us in the time of  trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For all that we do in your love, and all that your love brings to birth, and the 
fullness of  love that will be are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Bearing and Following the Word into the World
Hymn 796                                       We Come to You for Healing, Lord                                   LAND OF REST 
 
Benediction                             Rev. Paul T. Roberts, Sr.

Congregational Response
Hymn 700 Stanza 1, 4                I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                       I’M GONNA LIVE

I’m gonna live so God can use me
anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I’m gonna live so God can use me
anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I’m gonna sing so God can use me
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I’m gonna sing so God can use me
anywhere, Lord, anytime!

Closing Voluntary                                       Go Down, Moses                        (trad. Spiritual) arr. Mark Hayes
                            
                                        The congregation is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.



Music is printed under
Onelicense.netAA-710014 | CCS License No. 11974 | CCLI License No. 1950421

Preaching today is The Reverend Paul 
Timothy Roberts Sr., President of John-
son C. Smith Theological Seminary in 
Atlanta, a position he has held since 2010. 

Under his leadership, JCSTS has redefined itself—
and is helping redefine theological education and 
expanding social justice understanding in the 
process. 
   An historically Black, Presbyterian-affiliated, 
theological seminary with a distinguished 154-
year record of service to the church, JCSTS began 
to experience significant declines in enrollment in 
the early 2000s. These declines were a reflection of 
congregational membership declines in mainline 
denominations nationally. With low enrollment 
during the fall of 2010, the seminary’s closure 
seemed imminent.
   Paul’s first order of business as the seminary’s 
new president was to build a new institutional 
culture—one that is welcoming to persons with 
no regard to race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orien-
tation, or class; seeks and engages in ecumenical 
partnerships; is not risk-averse; and adapts readily 
to the changing circumstances of church and so-
ciety. Bolder moves followed as Paul reconstituted 
the seminary’s board of trustees, declined previous 
affiliations with unimaginative agencies, discon-
tinued the Master of Divinity degree, launched a 
new online platform, and centered the seminary’s 
educational program around liberation theology 
and social justice. 
   Today, Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary 
advances communities of faith, justice, and com-
passion through innovation in theological edu-
cation. Hundreds of people now engage annually 
in the seminary’s affordable, justice-oriented 

programs. With new programs constantly on the 
drawing board for ordained and non-ordained 
persons, JCSTS projects enrollment will flourish 
well into the future. 
   Paul is in demand nationally as a teacher and 
preacher and has been profiled in his alma ma-
ter’s publication, the Princeton University Alum-
ni Weekly. His writings have been included in 
the Presbyterian Outlook Magazine, Journal for 
Preachers, Feasting on the Word (Westminster 
John Knox Press), and Pastoral Theology from a 
Global Perspective (Orbis Books). 
   Paul is currently a trustee of the Presbyterian 
Foundation and an advisory board member of the 
Ezra Youth Seminary and of the Ministry Collab-
orative of Atlanta. He is a corresponding mem-
ber of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).  
  A native of Stamford, CT, Paul grew up in Bra-
denton, FL, which he considers his home. He 
graduated from Princeton University in 1985 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Architecture and 
African American Studies. Prior to his ministry 
career, Paul worked in the business sector in New 
York City for eight years. He later earned the Mas-
ter of Divinity degree with a concentration in New 
Testament Studies from the Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta. He is an Academic 
Fellow of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey in 
Celigny, Switzerland. From 1997 through 2010, he 
was the pastor of Church of the Master (PCUSA), 
a church founded in 1965 in Atlanta as an inten-
tionally interracial congregation. 
  Recreationally, Paul enjoys hot yoga and garden-
ing. He and his wife, Nina, have one daughter and 
two sons.
  Welcome!

Meet The Rev. Paul Timothy 
Roberts, Sr., today’s guest preacher











Central’s diaconate is launching a new initiative called ‘Central Care 
Teams.’ Each team is composed of  two to four deacons assigned to a 
particular Central parish. These teams will lead the church’s caring and 
support efforts by: 

1) Coordinating meal-trains & communicating other care-related needs 
to the parish.
2) Scheduling and coordinating care visits and in-home communion.
3) Assisting with funerals and memorial services.
4) Participating in the planning for Maundy Thursday in-home worship 
services. 

The Care Teams will collaborate with Parish Coordinators and the 
Pastoral Staff. For more information, you may contact Eleanor Dake and 
Amy Covin. 

The Care Teams for 2021-2022 are:

Decatur - Ed Carwile, Eleanor Dake, and Rob Forbes. 

Northern Lights - Vicki Collier, Ginger Heidbreder, Zac Hilimire, 
and Brian Bishop. 
 
In-Town South - Linda Lehfeldt, Ben Sutton, Sandy Hoke, Amy Co-
vin*, and Phillip Covin.*

In-Town North - Jan DeLong, Tom Leslie, and Debbie Miller.*

Brookwood - Ben Evans, Vicki Norman.

Down Yonder - Anne Watkins, Kathy McCloud, LaShawn Green, 
Emmalee Hackshaw, and Em McNair.* 

*represents the current Parish Coordinators. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year as we care for one another 
and share the love of  God at Central.

Please give generously to 
support Central’s work 
and mission in this time of  
great need!  You can scan 
the QR code to give via 
our secure portal.

Visiting Central? 

Whether we are together in person or 
being the body of  Christ from afar, 
Central is a community of  faith that 
offers a great variety of  opportunities 
for you to connect and find a place to 
belong:

Worship: On Sundays, our in-person 
worship service takes place at 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Central’s Chancel Choir 
has resumed and is participating during 
worship services. 

Learning: We have an array of  
upcoming classes in 2022, we will be 
publicizing soon

Fellowship: Our fellowship blooms 
across ministries - children and youth, 
college and young adults, parents and 
older adults, and other Central Life 
Groups that offer meaningful connec-
tions. 

Service: From serving meals and coffee 
to our neighbors experiencing home-
lessness at the courtyard on Sunday 
mornings to traveling to the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, Israel-Palestine, and Haiti; 
Central offers opportunities for faithful 
missionary service and advocacy sup-
port in Atlanta and beyond.  
You may also serve in our hospitality 
and the A/V and communications 
ministries. 

We welcome you at
Central Presbyterian Church! 

For more information, please connect 
with our associate pastor, Rev. Jasiel H. 
Garcia at jhernandez@cpcatlanta.org 

Central Care Teams

Give





Central Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 
Congregation. As such, we are committed to:

1. Building congregational vitality by challenging people 
and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively 
and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.

We do so through the work of  our Learning and Worship ministries, 
and through the Session’s vision for community building and 
advocacy support for this program year. 

2. Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting 
to break down the systems, practices and thinking that 
underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of  
people of  color.

We do so through the work of  the Dismantling Racism Task Group’s 
consultation with VISIONS Inc. to better equip ourselves, and 
through the faithful conversations of  “Friends on the Journey.”

3. And eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that per-
petuate economic exploitation of  people who are poor.

We do so through the work of  the Local and Global Missions 
Committee, the Cozad Task Force, and the Pollard and Covenant 
Grant Discernment Team. 


