
Second Sunday of  Advent
December 4, 2022

Worship begins at 11 a.m.

Gathering Around the Word
Opening Voluntary                                           Andante Pastorale                       Thomas Adams, ed. Jon Spong

                             
As the Opening Voluntary begins, please use the time to center yourself  for worship.

Welcome and Announcements           Rev. John M. Semmes
                                    
Ringing of  the Bell                                                                                                              
 

As the tower bell rings, may it call out to the city and the world that Central Presbyterian Church is worshiping God.

When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit.
Please silence your phones.

The Peaceable Kingdom - by Edward Hicks



Advent Candle Lighting                                                                  The Hunter Family

Friends, as we follow the light of  God let us remember that through the house of  Jesse, God has promised 
us a redeemer, a prince of  peace.
The Spirit of  the Lord has rested upon him — the Spirit of  wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of  counsel and might, the Spirit of  the knowledge and fear of  the Lord.
He shall rule the earth with justice and love. He will unite all peoples and all creatures. 
The wolf  will live with the lamb, and the leopard will care for the goat. The stranger will 
become a friend, and the refugee will become a neighbor.
Come! Prince of  peace to restore your creation. Come! And let your light embrace us with your peace.

Hymn 85, Stanza 2                                                                                                          TIF IN VELDELE

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:                                      
let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

Hymn 87                                              Comfort, Comfort Now My People                                    GENEVAN 42

Call to Confession                                                                                                                  Samuel Phillips
 
Prayer of  Confession                                                                                                             Samuel Phillips

Silent Confession

Assurance of  Pardon                                                                                                             Samuel Phillips

Passing of  the Peace                                                                                                               Samuel Phillips
       
Hymn 447                                                       We Are Forgiven                                    WE ARE FORGIVEN
(Please sing twice.)

We are forgiven.
We are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.
Thanks be to God.

We are forgiven.
We are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.
Thanks be to God.

During the response hymn, children are invited to come forward for A Time With Children. 

Holy God, we call to you and name you 
as eternal, ever-present, and bound-
less in love. Yet there are times, O God, 
when we fail to recognize you in our daily 
lives. Sometimes shame clenches tightly 
around our hearts, and we hide our true 
feelings. Sometimes fear makes us small, 
and we miss the chance to speak from our 

strength. Sometimes doubt invades our 
hopefulness, and we degrade our own 
wisdom. Set us free from a past that we 
cannot change; open to us a future in which 
we can be changed; and grant us grace to 
grow more and more in your likeness and 
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of  
the world. Amen.



Proclaiming the Word

A Time with Children                                                                                                          Samuel Phillips

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                              Vicki Collier

First Lesson                                                      Isaiah 40:1-5                                                    Vicki Collier

Second Lesson                                                Isaiah 11:1-10                                     Rev. John M. Semmes
  
Sermon                                  “Of  Stumps and Shoots and Christmas Pain”           Rev. John M. Semmes

Silence and Stillness

Responding to the Word

An Advent Statement of  Faith                                                   Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia
AdApted from re:worship resources

We believe in God, creator, and lover of  the earth, origin, and destiny of  us all. We be-
lieve in Jesus Christ — God coming to us in the fragile promise of  a baby yet unborn — 
who emerges as the herald of  hope. He is God’s laughter in the face of  despair. Plunged 
into death and hell, he broke free the captives and is leading the way to the land of  
promise, where justice and peace will flourish. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who im-
plants the seed of  truth, brings us to birth as the body of  Christ, and empowers us to 
confront and transform all that is corrupt, degrading, and deceitful. We believe in God’s 
coming reign, as John the Baptist announced. The earth and heaven shall become one, 
and all who have passed through the world’s deep sorrow will be raised from the waters, 
robed in righteousness, and gathered into the joyous fulfillment of  God’s desire. Amen.

Offertory Sentence                                                                              Rev.  Jasiel Hernández García

Music at the Offertory                                     Hope Lingers On                                 Lissa Schneckenburger
                                                 Chancel Choir; Chris Sciarrone, percussion                arr. Andrea Ramsey

                                      
My mother, when love is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on. 
My father, when peace is gone, in our darkest hour hope lingers on.  

I will not hate and I will not fear, in our darkest hour, hope lingers here.  
My sister, when equality’s gone in our darkest hour hope lingers on. 

My brother, with tolerance gone in our darkest hour hope lingers on.  I will not hate....    
My love, when honor is gone, in our darkest hour hope lingers on, 

my country when justice is gone, in our darkest hour hope lingers on.  I will not hate.... 
                             

At the Presentation                                              Doxology                                         OLD HUNDREDTH

 All praise, eternal Christ, to thee,               
Whose advent sets thy people free;               
Once more  upon thy people shine,                 
And fill the world with love divine.  

Amen.

Prayer of  Dedication                                                                                     Rev.  Jasiel Hernández García



Participating in Worship Today

The Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper

   Invitation to the Lord’s Table        Rev.  Jasiel Hernández García

   Great Prayer of  Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer                                                 Rev. John M. Semmes            
   From A New Monastic Handbook
     Blessed One, our Father and our Mother  
     May your love be enacted in the world.
     May your will be done
     on earth as in heaven.
     Give us today our daily bread
     and forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those who sin against us.
     Save us in the time of  trial
     and deliver us from evil.
     For all that we do in your love,
     and all that your love brings to birth,
     and the fullness of  love that will be
     are yours, now and forever. Amen.

   Words of  Institution         Rev.  Jasiel Hernández García

   Communion of  the People          

   Prayer After Communion

Bearing and Following the Word into the World
Hymn 104                                           O Lord, How Shall I Meet You          VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

Benediction                                                  Rev. John M. Semmes

Closing Voluntary                     Postlude on “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”                              G. F. Kaufmann

The congregration is invited to be seated for the Closing Voluntary.

The Tusher Family, Tower Bell Ringers
The Hunter Family, Lighting of  the Advent Candles
Vicki Collier, Lector
Chancel Choir
Chris Sciarrone, Percussion
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